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“
DISCOVER CANADA  
FOR BUSINESS EVENTS

Canada is one of the safest, affordable and 
most welcoming destinations. When you 

convene in Canada you’ll connect with the innovators 
who are shaping the future, the thought leaders who 
are leading the way and the business and research 
architects who elevate Canada’s position across a 
spectrum of industries. Research tells us meeting 
in Canada makes delegate engagement soar; 
connecting with Business Events Canada is the first 
step to your best conference ever.

—  Chantal Sturk-Nadeau,  Executive Director, Destination Canada's 
Business Events Canada team

      Destination Canada's Business Events Canada team is charged 
with growing Canada's share of international business events. 

“Canada has long been an inviting destination 
for global meetings and business events.  

By spotlighting Canada’s intellectual capital, we help 
organizations align their mission with local industry 
and host destinations while providing meeting 
planners and decision-makers with the knowledge 
they need to make their case for meeting in Canada. 
By connecting with industry and academia, planners 
gain important access to resources that can shape 
their conference agenda, help grow their membership  
and elevate the profile of their event on the world 
stage. When you couple that with the unique 
conference locations and experiences Canada  
is known for, it’s a win for everyone."

—  Virginie De Visscher, Director of Business Development  
Economic Sectors, Business Events Canada
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CANADA’S PRIORITY  
ECONOMIC SECTORS

Natural Resources

Life Sciences

Technology

Clean Technology

Agribusiness 

Aerospace & Defence

Advanced Manufacturing

PROMOTING CANADA’S ECONOMIC  
SECTOR STRENGTHS TO MEET WITH  
PURPOSE IN CANADA

Canada has always been an alluring choice for international 
conventions, corporate meetings and incentive travel programs. 
By aligning with the sectors in which Canada excels, Business 
Events Canada showcases Canada’s economic strengths, 
while providing decision-makers and meeting planners with 
important context, answering the question “Why Canada?”  
for their events. 

At the same time, we offer access to Canadian innovators and 
a knowledge base that can augment conference agendas and 
programs. By connecting with industry, thought leaders and 
academia, conference organizers can conduct content-related 
site inspections, coordinate B2B exchanges, and gain access to 
subject matter experts to recruit new talent, grow their industry 
membership, exchange best practices and meet with purpose  
in Canada.

WHY BUSINESS EVENTS?

Business events drive economies and innovation. By aligning 
key economic drivers, academia and conference infrastructure, 
Business Events Canada positions our destinations as 
economic and innovation accelerators, fostering global trade 
and investment.
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BUSINESS EVENTS 
DRIVE ECONOMIES  
AND INNOVATION

By converging diverse, creative and commercial 
interests across industries, across industries, 
global conferences have the power to 
transform communities with their subsequent 
legacy impacts, also known as “beyond 
tourism benefits.” More than a marketing tool to 
attract conferences, Business Events Canada's 
priority sector strategy is a  
long-range economic development strategy  
with far-reaching benefits that will last  
long after each conference has concluded. 

IEEE sponsors 1,800 conferences worldwide each year, but when they’re 
hosted in Canada, it seems the whole world takes notice. And it’s no 
wonder. Through its world-class post-secondary education system, 
investment in cutting-edge research clusters, and support of innovators and 
their innovations, Canada is addressing a large range of complex challenges 
facing the future of Aerospace, Advanced Manufacturing, CleanTech, 
Technologies, Natural Resources and Agribusiness industries. 

Business Events Canada is excited to partner with IEEE to spotlight the 
ground-breaking research and technological advancements that makes 
Canada a competitor on the world stage, not to mention, an innovation 
leader. 

The most Canadian of all things is to come together with a common 
purpose; when you meet in Canada, you’ll soon discover that collaboration 
in part of Canada’s cultural DNA; something that benefits every event no 
matter how large or small.

Custom-made for IEEE members, we hope you find this a valuable resource 
to grow your organizations - by matching your event objectives with the 
unique industry strengths found across our vast country. 

By focusing on the whole 
ecosystem, aligning Canada’s 
key economic drivers, 
academia, vibrant destinations 
and conference infrastructure, 
Business Events Canada 
creates a recipe for innovative, 
authentic and engaging 
conferences and events.

CANADA RANKS  
1ST IN THE G7 FOR

Democracy 
(THE ECONOMIST  
INTELLIGENCE UNIT)

Economic Freedom
(THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION)

Social Progress
(THE SOCIAL PROGRESS 
IMPERATIVE)

Overall Reputation
(REPUTATION INSTITUTE) 

Quality of Life
(OECD)

37
MILLION
TOTAL POPULATION

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA
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Local expertise

“During IEEE MTS Oceans 14, local firms took advantage 
of hosting the event and offered in-house tours to potential 
partners and collaborators including NRC Federal 
Government Research Centre, Memorial University, Marine 
Institute and Marine Base – Holyrood.” 

Cathy Hogan | Executive Director, Oceans Advance, St. John’s, Newfoundland 

“Every conference IEEE has held in Ottawa and elsewhere 
in Canada have benefited from the hosting city's expertise 
in the conference theme and technical areas of interest. 
Involving Ottawa expertise in the conferences has enriched 
our bids and increased hosting success!” 

Raed Abdullah | Innovative Engineer & IEEE Conference and Event Volunteer Leader 
ICC'12, RadarCon'13, IM'15, EMC'16, EPEC16', Fusion'19 Ottawa, Ontario

“It was easy to win the bid for IEEE International 
Conference on Industrial Technology 2017, since Toronto 
is the hub for AI, machine learning, the auto industry, 
autonomous transportation, and the communications sector 
in North America.” 

Sheldon Williamson | Professor and NSERC Canada Research Chair in Electric Energy 
Storage Systems for Transportation Electrification  at the Department of Electrical, 
Computer and Software Engineering, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science, Ontario 
Tech University | General Chair, IEEE ICIT
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Enhanced Conference Agendas

“For our humanitarian initiatives conference, we had 
a mix of presentations from participants with field 
experience and participants with research experience; 
the former enriched the latter's understanding of how 
their research could further help humanitarian and 
development initiatives, and the latter enriched their 
activities to better benefit humanity.” 

Raed Abdullah | Innovative Engineer & IEEE Conference and Event Volunteer 

Leader ICC'12, RadarCon'13, IM'15, EMC'16, EPEC16', Fusion'19, Ottawa, Ontario

Students and those transitioning in and within the 
science, technology, engineering and math fields 
have made up the vast majority of the volunteer base 
at conferences, and have thus had the opportunity 
of meeting authors of the text books they've studied, 
networked for a career, learned more about their 
subject area of interest.” 

Raed Abdullah | Innovative Engineer & IEEE Conference and Event Volunteer 
Leader ICC'12, RadarCon'13, IM'15, EMC'16, EPEC16', Fusion'19, Ottawa, Ontario

Increased Attendance

“Tremendous support (for the IEEE International 
Conference on Industrial Technology 2017) was received 
from the University of Ontario Institute of Technology, 
University of Toronto, Ryerson University, and York 
University. In fact, our attendance increased by 25%.” 

Sheldon Williamson | Professor and NSERC Canada Research Chair in Electric Energy 
Storage Systems for Transportation Electrification  at the Department of Electrical, 
Computer and Software Engineering, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science, Ontario 
Tech University | General Chair, IEEE ICIT 2017 

“Hosting this event allowed our community the opportunity 
to show our strength in harsh environments by highlighting 
cutting-edge oceans research and showcasing our international 
award-winning companies, their products and services. The 
event attracted a number of local researchers who might not 
otherwise have attended. Feedback confirmed what we believed 
to be true, it was an opportunity for them to meet and network 
with international researchers and the business community.” 

Cathy Hogan | Executive Director, Oceans Advance, St. John’s, Newfoundland

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

(IEEE) recognized Tourisme Montréal and the 

Palais des congrès de Montréal with a Supporting 

Friend award for the extraordinary assistance 

provided while hosting IEEE conferences and 

meetings. Montréal is the first destination, and the 

Palais des congrès is the first convention centre in 

Canada to receive an award rarely given to people 

or organizations outside the field of electrical or 

electronic engineering. 
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 CANADA’S
NUMBER OF IEEE VOLUNTEERS 

572

76

NORTHERN CANADA
DEFINED AS NORTHERN ALBERTA,  

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES AND NUNAVUT.

VANCOUVER

170

VICTORIA

40 CALGARY

69

WINNIPEG

71
SASKATOON

38

REGINA

16
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RED - IEEE volunteers per province 

WHITE - IEEE volunteers per city
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PROTEIN INDUSTRIES 
SUPERCLUSTER
The Protein Industries Canada (PIC) supercluster features more 
than 145 stakeholders across western Canada including food 
manufacturing, agriculture, R&D, technology, education and training. 
PIC focuses on crop breeding, crop production, value-added 
processing and export development.

OCEAN SUPERCLUSTER
Canada's Ocean Supercluster taps into emerging technologies to 
position the country as a global leader in the knowledge-based ocean 
economy, and to strengthen Canada's ocean industries, which include 
marine renewable energy, fisheries, aquaculture, oil and gas, defence, 
shipbuilding and transportation. 

Situated largely in Atlantic Canada, goals for the Ocean Supercluster 
project include: digitize marine operations; connect technology 
providers and end users; attract diverse and skilled talent pools; provide 
access to facilities for prototyping and testing; and champion a Global 
Ocean Tech Alliance. 

Technology Focus 

• Automation

• Autonomous Marine Vehicles

• Digital Sensors and Monitoring

• Energy Generation

• Marine Biotechnology 

• Marine Engineering Technology

AI-POWERED SUPPLY CHAINS 
(SCALE.AI) 
Based in Quebec, and with a projected GDP impact of over 
$16.5 billion over 10 years, this supercluster will bring the retail, 
manufacturing, transportation, infrastructure and technology 
sectors together to build intelligent supply chains through artificial 
intelligence and robotics. 

Among the 110+ participants: 

• Air Canada

• CN

• Optel 

• University of Waterloo

DIGITAL TECH SUPERCLUSTER
Based in British Columbia, and with an expected GDP impact 
of more than $5 BILLION over 10 years, this supercluster will 
use bigger, better datasets and cutting-edge applications of 
augmented reality, cloud computing and machine learning to 
improve service delivery in the natural resources, precision health 
and manufacturing sectors. 

Among the 270+ participants: 

• TELUS

• Microsoft

• Research Universities’ Council of British Columbia 

CANADA'S  
SUPERCLUSTER EXPERTISE
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NEXT GENERATION 
MANUFACTURING CANADA
Next Generation Manufacturing Canada is the Ontario-based not-
for-profit organization leading Canada’s Advanced Manufacturing 
Supercluster initiative. NGen’s mandate is to connect Canadian 
manufacturers, technology providers, researchers, schools, government, 
investors and business networks, and to position Canada as a 
world leader in advanced manufacturing, innovation and competitive 
performance.

Technology focus

• Additive manufacturing (3D printing)

• Cybersecurity

• Internet of Things

• Machine learning
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World-class Canadian research, testing and advancements in robotics, AI, cyber-security and clean-energy solutions 
paired with Canada’s leading-edge certification infrastructure and digital technologies propel the Aerospace and 
Defence industry toward a greener, safer, faster future.

AEROSPACE

Subsectors include:

• Aerospace R&D

• Development of Defence and Security Products 

• Manufacturing of Aircrafts, Engines, Simulators and Equipment

• Marine-centric Defence and Security

SUCCESS STORIES

Pratt & Whitney Canada, a global aerospace 
leader, is consistently one of Canada's top 
five R&D investors overall. The company has 
committed more than $1 billion to develop the 
next generation of high-performance aircraft 
engines.   

Bell Helicopter Textron Canada is working 
to develop next-generation helicopter 
technologies including a commercially viable 
urban air taxi via Hybrid Drive Train Research 
Aircraft (HYDRA), its circular unmanned aerial 
research platform.

Boeing Winnipeg is one of Canada's largest 
aerospace composites manufacturers, 
producing more than 500 end-item composite 
parts and assemblies for Boeing commercial 
airplanes. The company is also a collaborative 
partner with the Composites Innovation 
Centre to develop lightweight, higher quality 
and lower cost composite aircraft parts.   

CANADA’S AEROSPACE SECTOR
Canadian pioneers long dreamed of taking flight, and their subsequent innovations opened new ways to explore, helping transform Canada 
into a manufacturing-based economy. The world-class research, testing and leading-edge certification infrastructure, digital technologies, and 
advancements in robotics, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and clean-energy solutions being produced in Canada propel the industry toward a 
greener, safer, faster future. Today, aerospace and defence centres of excellence in Winnipeg, Halifax, Ottawa and Montréal, provide organizers of 
international conferences an array of unique locations to connect with the world’s foremost industry experts and leading researchers, advancing 
global connections along the way. 

IEEE CONFERENCES
2021 IEEE International Nuclear and 
Space Radiation Effects Conference 

(NSREC) July 19-21, 2021, 600 
delegates - Ottawa



      BUSINESS EVENTS CANADA      11#meetincanada

NEWFOUNDLAND
AND LABRADOR

THE MARITIMES
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
NOVA SCOTIA 
NEW BRUNSWICK 

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

YUKON

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

ALBERTA

SASKATCHEWAN

MANITOBA

ONTARIO

QUEBEC

NUNAVUT

HUDSON BAY

TOP GLOBAL AEROSPACE AND 
DEFENCE COMPANIES 

SOURCE: DELOITTE, 2018 GLOBAL AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE INDUSTRY FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE STUDY; 

RANKED BY 2017 REVENUE

OTTAWA

YELLOWKNIFE

MONTRÉAL

HALIFAXWINNIPEG



12      BUSINESS EVENTS CANADA businesseventscanada.ca

8th in the world for agricultural 
research

Canada is the 5th largest global 
exporter of agri-food products, 
generating 5.7% of the world's food 
and agriculture exports.

Canadian Agribusiness is focused on input and service suppliers, primary producers, food and beverage processors, food retailers and 
wholesalers, and foodservice providers. 

Subsectors include:

• Animal Food Manufacturing

• Animal Health

• Crop Protection 

• Food Science and R&D

• Natural Health Food Products

• Value-Added Food Processing

With abundant natural resources, the world’s largest fresh water supply, diverse crop, animal and marine life, 
world-class regulatory and food inspection standards, and cutting-edge research focused on innovative growing 
practices, products and technologies; Canada feeds the world today, and into the future.

AGRIBUSINESS

SUCCESS STORIES

The Charlottetown Research and 
Development Centre is playing to the unique 
characteristics of Canada's Atlantic region 
by developing composting methods that 
use seafood waste as a crop nutrient source 
and soil amendment, and it has developed 
new barley cultivars with improved yield and 
disease resistance under local conditions.

LandView Drones is merging artificial 
intelligence with agriculture. Drones help 
farmers monitor the health of their crops, 
and AI software is being developed to detect 
potential health issues among large-scale 
cattle and pig farms. 

Wild blueberries enriched with polyphenols 
can be effective in the treatment of periodontal 
diseases, according to a Laval University 
study. Dentists substitute antibiotics with gels 
and strips containing extracts of a blueberry 
bioactive component. This component may 
also be incorporated into chewing gums and 
mouthwash for preventative use.

The University of Saskatchewan has 
become Canada’s leading hub for crop 
genomics. In partnership with NRGene of 
Israel, the university has mapped the wheat 
genome sequence, as well as the sequences 
of two wild lentil genomes, and is now working 
to sequence several more major global crops.

The Agri-Food Discovery Place, within the 
University of Alberta’s Faculty of Agricultural, 
Life & Environmental Sciences, researches 
animal nutrient and ingredient development, 
carcass and meat science, fermentation, meat 
safety and processing, and natural health 
products and functional food, in collaboration 
with industry and government partners. 

IEEE CONFERENCES
ICRA 2019 IEEE International Conference 
on Robotics and Automation (Agritech), 

May 20-24, 2019, 3,200  
delegates- Montréal 

CALGARY
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The roots of innovations made in the development of leading Canadian technologies (think fibre optic and wireless networks, computer sciences 
and natural resources exploration) remain firmly planted in Canada, providing the foundation for the advancements taking place across Canada’s 
Cleantech sector.

The world’s most influential and innovative disruptors regularly meet in Canada to redefine the future of wind, solar and natural gas energy, 
clean water, green construction and waste reduction through technological advancements. Easy to access from around the globe, with a blend 
of international cultures, urban centres at the edge of the wilderness and industry leadership driving environmental protection through clean 
technologies, Canada is a natural catalyst for connection and collaboration, and an eco-friendly place to convene.

Cleantech is defined as any process, product or service that reduces environmental impacts on climate, water, land and air.

Subsectors include:

• Contaminated Soil and Groundwater Treatment/Remediation

• Energy Efficiency/Green Building Technologies

• Land and Water Remediation

• Prevention of Land/Biodiversity Impact

• Water and Wastewater Management Technologies

Canada has hosted North America’s largest 
business and sustainability summit every 
other year for 28 years. The connections 
taking place at the GLOBE Forum help shape 
the global green economy through technology, 
innovation, research and investment.

SUCCESS STORIES

Enerkem offers a sustainable solution for waste 
management and energy diversification through 
the manufacture of biofuels and renewable 
chemical products from non-recyclable waste. 
Using a patented technology, Enerkem converts 
carbon into a pure synthesis gas, which is then 
turned into biofuels and chemicals.

Axine Water Technologies of Vancouver 
has developed a low-cost, energy-efficient 
and chemical-free solution for treating high 
concentrations of complex, toxic organics 
and ammonia in industrial wastewater. A wide 
range of water-intensive industries, such as 
chemical manufacturing and oil and gas, 
employ this breakthrough.

Toronto Hydro is testing the world’s first 
underwater compressed-air energy storage 
project. The system, developed by Hydrostor, 
converts electrical energy into compressed air, 
which is then stored in a series of flexible wall 
air accumulators below the surface of Lake 
Ontario until required by the grid.

Canadian technological advancements in green building materials and practices, carbon and waste reduction, and 
scaled back energy consumption are helping create a sustainable future by mitigating waste and identifying and 
developing alternative energy sources.    

CLEANTECH

Canada is ranked 4th overall in the Global 
Cleantech Innovation Index

SOURCE: CLEANTECH GROUP. GLOBAL CLEANTECH INNOVATION INDEX (GCII), 2017

IEEE CONFERENCES
IEEE Energy Conversion Congress 

and Exposition, Oct 9-14, 2021, 1,600 
delegates- Vancouver
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CANADA’S CLEANTECH LEADERS
Thirteen Canadian companies were named to the  
2018 Global Cleantech 100 list.

SOURCE: CLEANTECH GROUP, 2018 GLOBAL CLEANTECH 100
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Canada’s wireless and satellite breakthroughs drive today’s internet of things, Fintech, software, autonomous 
vehicles, cybersecurity, robotics and more, creating a connected future in the process. 

TECHNOLOGY

R&D COMMITMENT

TORONTO 
Uber’s R&D operation in Toronto—its 
first outside of the US—develops artificial 
intelligence for driverless vehicles; 
General Motors’ new R&D facility is 
devoted to autonomous vehicle and 
connected-car technologies.

Did You Know...

• Toronto is home to the IBM Innovation 
Space as well as the IBM Blockchain 
Global Data Centre, which uses IBM 
Z—a new system designed to encrypt 
large volumes of data.

• Toronto was the only Canadian entry 
among the list of 20 finalists considered 
for Amazon's second headquarters.

Subsectors include:

• Artificial Intelligence

• Bioinformatics

• Cybersecurity

• Geospatial

• Optics

• Photonics

• Quantum Computing

• Signal Processing

SUCCESS STORIES

IBM Watson, the company’s artificial 
intelligence platform for professionals, is 
revolutionizing health care, the Internet of 
Things and even game shows. IBM and 
academic partners, including the University of 
Ottawa, have teamed up to train Watson in the 
language and nuances of cybersecurity.

Clearpath Robotics, founded by University 
of Waterloo alumni, is an industry trailblazer 
that automates the world’s dullest, dirtiest and 
deadliest jobs—from load-haul-dump jobs 
in mining to searching out algae blooms on 
water.

The Microsoft Research Montréal lab—
founded in 2015 as Maluuba and acquired by 
Microsoft in 2017—teaches machines to read, 
think and communicate like humans.

The Montréal Institute for Learning 
Algorithms is working on two major projects: 
an AI research hub in conjunction with Thales 
Group’s Paris-based lab, and IBM’s planned AI 
development lab slated for Montréal.

OpenText’s flexible new AI platform combines 
open source machine learning with advanced 
analysis to acquire, merge, manage and analyze 
big data.

Canada's Technology industry includes manufacturing and services industries that capture, transmit and display data and information 
electronically. 

IEEE CONFERENCES
 IEEE- SPS International Conference on 

Acoustics, Speech and Signal Processing 
(ICASSP), April 15-20, 2018, 2,500 

delegates - Calgary

CANADIAN PIONEERS

TORONTO
Deep learning led by Geoffrey Hinton 
 
MONTRÉAL 
Machine learning led by Yoshua Bengio 
 
EDMONTON 
Reinforcement learning led by Richard Sutton
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NATURAL RESOURCES

WHAT ARE CANADA’S NATURAL RESOURCES?
Canada's natural resources sector includes energy, mineral, forestry and ocean resources. 

 
Subsectors include:

• Aquaculture and Fisheries 

• Cold Ocean Technology

• Exploration and Mining

• Marine and Ocean Technology

• Mining and Oil and Gas Supply Chains

• Offshore Energy (oil and gas)

• Tidal Energy

With robust natural resource stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific and to the Klondike, Canada is a global 
leader in sustainable resource management and development. Canada’s mining, forestry, ocean sciences and 
energy industries fuel Canada’s innovation economy. 

CANADA IS THE... 
• World’s 5th largest producer of crude 

oil and natural gas 

• World’s 5th largest natural gas 
producer 

• 2nd largest hydro electricity producer

• World's longest coastline

• 4th largest ocean territory

PDAC: The World’s Premier Mineral Exploration & Mining 
Convention is held each year in Canada, connecting more than  
25,000 attendees from 135 countries with exhibitors, investors and 
thought leaders.

SUCCESS STORIES

Cooke Aquaculture, a global aquaculture and wild-caught seafood 
conglomerate with several divisions including True North Salmon and 
Heritage, recently opened a corporate office in downtown Saint John. 
The company is working to reduce the environmental impact of fish 
farms by cultivating mussels, which thrive on fish waste, and growing 
seaweed, which absorbs excess nitrogen and phosphorus.

The University of Victoria’s Ocean Networks Canada (ONC) has 
developed an Oceans 2.0 data management software that continually 
monitors and analyzes the Pacific Ocean’s physical, chemical, biological 
and geological changes. ONC contributes to the city of Victoria’s global 
leadership in ocean science and commercial marine technology.

Dartmouth-based Sustainable Blue has constructed an innovative 
land-based, saltwater grow-out facility, enabling the production of 
farmed Atlantic salmon year-round without negative environmental and  
health impacts.

Rutter Technology provides innovative technology to the marine, 
defence, transportation and oil and gas sectors including enhanced 
radar imagery, detection and tracking of oil spills, icebergs and ships, 
as well as monitoring of waves and currents. Rutter systems will be 
onboard the new RRS Sir David Attenborough, among the world’s most 
advanced polar research vessels.

Did you know...

Canada has one of the world's most advanced 
programs for enforcing sustainable fisheries 
practices.

VICTORIA

IEEE CONFERENCES
IEEE Petroleum and Chemical Industry 

Committee Conference (PCIC), 
September 8-12, 2019, 1,600 delegates 

- Vancouver
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Scallop fishing fleet  
Digby, Nova Scotia
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MAJOR COMPANIES BASED IN 
CANADA

SOURCES: MINING.COM, TOP 50 BIGGEST MINING COMPANIES, 2017; ENERGY DIGITAL, TOP 10 OIL 
AND GAS COMPANIES IN THE WORLD, 2017; PWC TOP 100 GLOBAL FOREST, PAPER AND PACKAGING 
INDUSTRY COMPANIES, 2015



20      BUSINESS EVENTS CANADA businesseventscanada.ca

Canada’s life sciences sector boasts a solid track record of health-care innovation characterized by cutting-edge research, 

innovative thinking and cross-industry collaboration.

LIFE SCIENCES

CANADA’S LIFE SCIENCES SECTOR
Focused on Life Sciences research and development, manufacturing medical devices and diagnostic equipment, and developing pharmaceuticals 
and biopharmaceuticals.  

Subsectors include:

• Biopharmaceuticals  

• Cardiology  

• Cosmeceuticals  

• Dermatology  

• Drug Reformulation  

• Endocrinology  

• Genomics  

• Infectious Diseases  

• Medical Devices  

• Medical Imaging  

• Nanomedicines  

• Neurology/Neuroscience  

• Oncology

• Pharmaceuticals  

• Regenerative Medicine/Stem Cells  

• Reproductive Health  

SUCCESS STORIES

Canada's global leadership in stem cell and 
regenerative medicine research goes back 
more than 50 years to when Drs. James 
Till and Ernest McCulloch first proved the 
existence of stem cells (hematopoietic). Their 
Lasker Prize-winning work contributed to the 
development of several lifesaving therapies, 
from bone-marrow transplantation  
to cancer treatment.

The Quebec Heart and Lung Institute 
Research Centre has achieved a major 
breakthrough in C. difficile management 
strategy by using DNA technology to reduce 
the time it takes to identify microbes to one 
hour, compared to 48 hours previously.

Chelation Partners, Halifax, is testing a new 
chemical compound that acts like a magnet to 
break down the defences of antibiotic-resistant 
superbugs by depriving them of iron. With the 
help of researchers at Dalhousie and Cape 
Breton Universities, the iron-binding polymer, 
named DIBI, is now in clinical trials.

The University of Saskatchewan's Vaccine 
and Infectious Disease Organization–
International Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac) 
was the first to develop a swine model for 
the study of Zika virus infection. In 2013, 
when the Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea virus 
spread to North America, VIDO-InterVac 
developed an improved vaccine before the 
virus infected Canada. A commercial partner 
is manufacturing the vaccine and seeking 
regulatory approval for use in the US and 
Canada.

Researchers at Toronto General Hospital 's 
Lung Transplant Program have devised a 
method to test the viability of a donor lung 
before transplantation. The XVIVO Lung 
Perfusion System mimics the human body 
temperature and environment.

IEEE CONFERENCES
42nd International Engineering in Medicine 
and Biology Conference (EMBC), July 20-

24, 2020, 3,000 delegates - Montréal
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ADVANCED MANUFACTURING

Canada’s manufacturing sector encompasses 21 industry groups including:

• Aerospace and Defence

• Automotive 

• Biopharmaceuticals and Pharmaceuticals

• Chemical 

• Hydrogen and Fuel Cell

• Medical Devices

• Plastics

• Primary Metals

• Rubber

• Shipbuilding and Industrial Marine

• Space

• Textiles

WHAT IS ADVANCED MANUFACTURING?
The ongoing development and integration of cutting-edge technologies that add value to and improve manufacturing products and processes.

• Additive Manufacturing (3D printing)

• Advanced Building Products

• Advanced Materials/Polymers 

• Advanced Robotics and Mechatronics

• Automotive/Autonomous Vehicles 

• Equipment Manufacturing 

• Metal Fabrication

• Nanotechnology

• Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
(automotive, aerospace and defence)

SUCCESS STORIES

Canada’s Industry 4.0 technologies and next-generation manufacturing capabilities are revolutionizing how finished products 

and components are designed, manufactured, distributed and repaired across a spectrum of industries and climate conditions. 

CALGARY

IEEE CONFERENCES
28th Workshop on Control and Modeling for 

Power Electronics (COMPEL),  
June 17-20, 2019 - Toronto

OTTO Motors, a division of Clearpath Robotics, 
was established in 2016 to address the 
growing global need for industrial automation. 
The company recently launched OTTO 
OMEGA, the world’s first self-driving forklift 
designed to reduce material handling costs, 
increase process throughput and improve 
plant safety with the ability to react to changes 
on the factory floor in real time.

CropPro Consulting’s SWAT BOX is an 
autonomous soil electrical conductivity (EC)
mapping technology used by farmers, 
equipment dealers and agronomists to collect 
EC data in the field. The pioneering technology 
is a lower-cost solution designed to work 
with the company’s proprietary SWAT MAPS 
process for building zone maps.

A leader in metallurgical nanotechnologies, 
Integran Technologies can make virtually 
any material stronger using an advanced 
metallurgical nanotechnology application 
process. Industrial uses range widely from 
aerospace and defence to sporting goods.

The University of Toronto's Institute 
for Robotics and Mechatronics (IRM) is 
developing robots and devices that are more 
intelligent and that help advance medicine and 
health care, as well as autonomous systems 
for rescue and exploration, military and 
security applications.
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Leadership across industries such as Life Sciences, Technology, Agribusiness, 
Aerospace, CleanTech, Natural Resources and Advanced Manufacturing not only make 
Canada a competitor on the world stage, but an innovation leader.

Purposeful collaboration is a hallmark of Canadian culture.
The strides being made in research and technological advancements are

collectively reshaping the future of global business. Organizations who meet
here gain access to Canadian industry and thought leadership through
business-to-business exchanges, hosted innovation tours and through

sharing of best practices.

Canada boasts the most highly educated workforce in the OECD countries.  
460+ private and public post-secondary institutions are providing the education and 
skills training needed to create the workforce of the future. This talent pool means plenty 
of local expertise to help champion your conference, aid in membership recruitment, 
and provide expert guest speakers.

Impressed by Canadian infrastructure, talent and ready-access to key markets,
the largest pharmaceutical companies in the world conduct research, clinical trials,

and manufacture their products in Canada. These local subject-matter-experts
enhance your speaker schedule too.

Top 10 Reasons 
to Meet in Canada

Academia thrives here.  
Canada is home to North America’s third largest Life Sciences research hub and the 
world’s largest centre of excellence for Artificial Intelligence. World-class research 
centres in CleanTech and forward-focused centres for global food security, precision 
Agriculture and Advanced Manufacturing innovation centres are not only shaping the 
future with their research, they’re creating it. 
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The architects of the global Tech revolution live, work and conduct research here. Canada 
boasts the world’s highest concentration of AI start-ups, fuelled by the research being done 
at MILA (Montréal Institute for Learning Algorithms), Google’s Brain AI, and others. 
Such depth of knowledge not only helps draw internationally-renowned conferences 
to Canada, but it also fills our talent pipeline, and creates future opportunities for 
trade and investment.

In Canada, knowledge transfers across businesses to harness emerging technologies. 
Breakthroughs made in one sector have real world application across industries. 
When organizations meet in Canada, conference-goers gain insights into 
Canadian innovations during keynote presentations, technical tours, or during 
industry networking events. In Canada, inclusion is more than a way of doing 
business, it’s a way of life.

A member of the Paris Climate Accord, and host country of the 2019 Climate Conference, 
Canada is committed to protecting our robust, renewable natural resources by 

creating global standards for mitigating environmental impacts across industries. 
The breakthroughs happening here will impact billions of lives 

for generations to come.

Canada is addressing a large range of complex challenges facing Aerospace,
Automotive, Healthcare and Agri-food manufacturing. Our expertise in Blockchain,

AI, and Robotics are helping global businesses streamline manufacturing
and distribution systems and improve productivity.

Industry names you recognize. Attracted by Canadian research, talent and cost of 
doing business, multinational organizations are setting up operations in Canada, 

capitalizing on our country’s strengths to create future-focused businesses. Connecting 
conferences with industry can elevate event sponsorship.



NOTES
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NO ONE KNOWS CANADA LIKE WE DO!

The Business Events Canada team offers in-depth 
knowledge of all Canadian destinations from industry 
content to conference facilities. Contact us for solutions and 
support on the fundamentals of meeting in Canada, including 
introductions to our extensive cross-country network of 
meeting and event partners. 

Business Events Canada is your first point of contact when 
considering Canada for your group!

Virginie De Visscher
Director of Business Development, Economic Sectors
virginie.devisscher@businesseventscanada.ca
+1 204-802-0920

This document is a collaborative effort between Destination Canada, Business 
Events Canada, Canadian tourism and economic development agencies 
and partners, and MNP. For more information on data and sources, contact 
Destination Canada Research at: research@destinationcanada.com.

FIND OUT MORE       businesseventscanada.ca
#meetincanada


